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INTRODUCTION 

The Global Health Library (GHL) is a virtual 

platform conceptualised by the World Health 

Organisation (WHO) Library and Information 

Networks with the goal of “disseminating 

health knowledge by making it accessible to 

everyone so that the benefits of the 

knowledge can be used for the fullest attain-

ment of health”. A part of GHL is the Global 

Index Medicus (GIM), which hosts the Re-

gional Index Medici (RIM) produced by the 

WHO Regional Offices in Africa, the Americas, 

Eastern Mediterranean and South-East Asia 

as shown in Figure 1. The information con-

tained in these RIM can be searched individu-

ally or simultaneously through a federated 

search engine.  

 The Western Pacific Regional Index 

Medicus (WPRIM) was established as the RIM 

for the Western Pacific Regional Office in 

2006. WPRIM’s main function is to index the 

region’s peer-reviewed journal articles and to 

ensure that the journals included in this index 

medicus met certain minimum criteria. 

 

 To date, there are over 474 medical 

journals published in the Western Pacific re-

gion, which are indexed in WPRIM’s database. 

The Brunei International Medical Journal 

(BIMJ) was accepted and included in this da-

tabase in November 2010 after the Asia Pacif-

ic Association of Medial Journal Editors 

(APAME) meeting in Ha Noi, Vietnam (3rd to 

5th November, 2010). The WPRIM search en-

gine can be access at www.wprim.org to 

search all these 474 medical journals and is 

linked to PubMed for the abstracts.  
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INCEPTION: At the second meeting of 

WPRIM held in Seoul, South Korea in Novem-

ber 2007, the president-elect Professor Im 

Jung-Gi of the Korean Association of Medical 

Journal Editors (KAMJE), proposed to estab-

lished a regional association of medical jour-

nal editors. The participants present agreed 

to name it the Asia Pacific Association of Med-

ical Journal Editors or APAME for short. 

 

 APAME was inaugurated in 2008 at 

the first APAME meeting, which coincided with 

the third WPRIM meeting, again held in Seoul, 

South Korea. APAME is essentially a non-

governmental, non-partisan and non-profit 

organisation with the purpose of providing 

support and to promote ethical medical jour-

nalism in the Asia Pacific Region. A declara-

tion, the ‘Kuala Lumpur Declaration’ was 

launched at the 2012 Convention of APAME 

held in Kuala Lumpur from 31st August to 3rd 

September 2012. This declaration emphasises  

the promotion of scholarly writing skills and 

standards to improve and enhance medical 

writing and publication in the Asia-Pacific re-

gion. This declaration is concurrently pub-

lished by journals linked to APAME and listed 

in the WPRIM, including the BIMJ, available in 

this issue. 

 

VISION: The vision of APAME is to promote 

quality healthcare provision through the dis-

semination of high-quality knowledge and in-

formation on medicine in the Asia Pacific Re-

gional countries. Its mission is to contribute to 

the improvement of health in the Asia Pacific 

Region by ensuring the quality of health relat-

ed information published in the region’s medi-

cal journals, which would be utilised for better 

decision-making and effective delivery of 

healthcare services.  

 

OBJECTIVES: APAME objectives can be 

viewed at their website at www2.wpro. 

who.int/apame/home.htm. 

 

 Currently APAME has membership 

from over 48 countries including Brunei 
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Fig. 1: The Global Index Medicus (AFRO: Africa Regional Office, SEARO: Southeast Asia Regional  
Office, EMBRO) (Used with permission from WHO). 



Darussalam. Membership is open to all edito-

rial board members of a medical journal or 

librarians in the western pacific region. A 

membership form is available from the APAME 

website and completion is an easy 2-3 

minutes procedure. 

 

APAMED CENTRAL: During this year’s 

‘APAME 2012 Convention’ in Kuala Lumpur 

(31st August to 2nd September), the APAMED 

CENTRAL, which is equivalent to PubMed Cen-

tral (PMC) developed by the United States 

National Library of Medicine (NLM) as an 

online archive of biomedical journal articles, 

was launched on 1st September 2012. 

APAMED CENTRAL is a digital archive and ref-

erence-linking platform of journals to provide 

free online access to full text articles pub-

lished in the member countries acknowledged 

by APAME. Currently six countries, Brunei Da-

russalam (represented by BIMJ), Lao DPR, 

Malaysia, Mongolia, Philippines and Singapore 

have contributed full articles to APAMED CEN-

TRAL. APAMED CENTRAL can be accessed at 

http://apamedcentral.org. Other countries 

from the Asia Pacific region are also encour-

aged to join WPRIM and to contribute to the 

APAMED CENTRAL database. 

 

 Both WPRIM and APAMED CENTRAL, 

supported by APAME, will continue to grow 

and expand and will showcase to the whole 

world the rising influence of quality medical 

publications from the western pacific region 

with health information and knowledge that is 

unique to the region as intended by the GHL 

initiative. It is expected that many more med-

ical journals from the region that remain 

widely unknown will join the databases.  
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OVERVIEW 

The introduction of WPRIM and APAMED CEN-

TRAL provide a great opportunity for scholarly 

medical journals from the Asia-Pacific region 

to gain wider exposure and wider readership 

instead of just being local journals. More im-

portantly, useful information or data on epide-

miology, disease patterns and treatment op-

tions unique to specific countries will become 

available especially if this information is not 

published in major journals. Such information 

will provide the opportunity for researchers, 

healthcare professionals and relevant govern-

ment and non-government agencies to make 

comparisons of the differences in disease 

spectrum between countries in the Asia-Pacific 

region and also with the rest of the world. 

Such databases will also allow the WHO to 

assess disease patterns and trends and also 

the progress of healthcare in a particular 

country or region.   

 

 BIMJ being indexed by WPRIM and 

APAMED CENTRAL will certainly raise its pro-

file. At the same time, this also provides op-

portunities to share relevant information such 

as publications on local disease spectrum or 

trends. More importantly, like all journals, 

increased exposure will mean increased read-

ership and this automatically means increased 

contribution not just from the local scene but 

also from the regional and international are-

nas. This will improve the quality of publica-

tions and raise the status of the BIMJ.   
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