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Since the official opening of the Brunei General 

Hospital (BGH) in March 1951 to the time it was   

closed, and replaced by a new Hospital (Raja Isteri 

Pengiran Anak Saleha [RIPAS] Hospital) in 1982, 

the BGH had been through several expansions and 

renovations. The cottage style hospital had 150 

beds in 1953, and by the late 1970s had expanded 

to a bed capacity of approximately 340 beds 

housed in 10 wards. 

 

 In the 30 year history of BGH, several 

local pioneers joined the health service and many 

services were introduced. Among the local pioneers 

included; Chin Yam Chin, Dentist; Dato Johar Bin 

Hussin, Medical; Dato Johar, Medical; Dato Joseph 

Lim, Surgical; Dato Yapp Kai San, Surgical; Dato 

Sherlock Chin, Nephrology; Dato Latif, Medical; 

Datin Intan, Obstetric and Gynaecology and the 

numerous dressers or hospital assistants. Apart 

from the Medical Services, there was also expan-

sion in the Nursing Services with the establishment 

of a School of Nursing adjacent to the BGH, intro-

duction and improvement of nursing training pro-

grammes and recruitment of locals into the nursing 

profession. There was also recruitment of foreign 

doctors or health professionals from the neighbour-

ing countries, Malaya Federation (later Malaysia), 

Singapore, Philippines and the United Kingdom.  

 

 Services started were both hospital and 

community based. Among the hospital related ser-

vices included the Directly Observed Therapy (DOT) 

* for tuberculosis that was very prevalent then 

(patients were compensated with payment for loss 

of earning during their travels to hospital for treat-

ment), flying doctor service (1965), Mental Health 

service (1968), renal replacement therapy, initially 

with peritoneal dialysis and later haemodialysis in 

1973, intensive care of critically ill patients, flexible 

gastrointestinal endoscopic service (1978) to the 

introduction of the Laboratory Information System 

(LIS) in 1979.  

 

 Among the community health related ser-

vices initiated by staff working at BGH were a 

school feeding scheme to counteract malnutrition 

(Matrons and the Nursing Department), establish-

ment of national immunisation programme (1957), 

mobile dental service for school (1960) and malaria 

control and eradication (1963).  

a) Aerial view of the Brunei General Hospital and b) 

compound within the BGH in the 1950s. 

Data source: 1954 Annual Report and interview with Dato Hart. * programme initiated by Dr. Glyn Griffith, a Welshmen. 
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