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Malaria was prevalent and widespread through out 

the State of Brunei. Before the 1950s, only limited 

area of Brunei Town was relatively free or minimal-

ly affected. Malaria continued to be a major prob-

lem in populated areas especially those near rivers 

or bodies of water where mosquitos breed. In the 

early part of the twentieth century, malaria were 

common in Pekan Brunei and the Water Village. 

The commonest form was the benign tertian form 

(Plasmodium (P) ovale, vivax and malariae), but 

the malignant form and Quartan form (P. falcipa-

rum) ’Black water fever’ were also encountered. 

Prior to and soon after World War II, there were 

little anti-malarial work done, and these were only 

possible in the two large centres of population in 

Brunei Town and Kuala Belait. Investigations of the 

carriers of malaria were carried out by the Borneo 

Malaria Research Unit headed by Dr McArthur, and 

there were important for the planned anti-malarial 

work. There are several species of mosquito that 

thrive in different conditions and made eradication 

efforts using one measure difficult. *  

 

 Anti-malarial work consisted primarily of 

eradicating responsible vector and this consisted on 

oiling, draining and clearing to remove the breeding 

grounds. DDT (dichlorodiphenyltrichloroethane) 

was used to remove mosquitos. In Kuala Belait,  

work was done by the British Malayan Petroleum 

Company (BMPC) with payment from the govern-

ment for areas outside the lease of the company. 

In 1958, the State Health Office consisted of a 

health officer, four health Inspectors, three Anti-

Malarial Assistants, a clerk and 100 labour force. 

 

 The plan of operation for a Malaria Eradi-

cation Programme in the State of Brunei, 1966-

1970 was published in 1966. The programme actu-

ally started in 1965 and the whole programme cost 

an estimated cost five million Brunei dollar, more 

than the annual expenditure for the healthcare pro-

vision for the whole country. Brunei Darussalam 

was declared free of malaria by the World Health 

Organisation in August 1987. Currently, the only 

native cases of malaria are sporadic cases of P. 

knowlesi (Monkey malaria) are encountered. Since 

the declaration, recorded cases of the other types 

of malaria has all been imported cases; visitors 

from affected countries or those transiting through 

Brunei Darussalam. 

Data source: Brunei Annual reports and * GC Harper: The discovery and development of the Seria Oilfield, and the 100 years of caring (1907-

2007)Anniversary book. 

Left: Spraying of DDT carried out as part of the Malaria Eradication Pro-

gramme. Above: Table showing declining incidence of malaria cases after 

the Malaria eradication programme was started. 


